
of 287 p e r cent or a ppr ox lmate l y 11 . 4 8 percent per y ear . 
Then , from 1 9 54 to 1 9 58 t he r etai l s a les r o se to 
$3 4 ,290,000 for a tota l gai n of on l y . 63 per cent or 
a ppr oximate l y . 1 5 per cent p e r y e a r . Ad j usted t o con s tant 
dollar va l ue , the s a les act u a ll y r e g istered a decline 
during this p e ri od . With the exce p t i on of Rocky Mount 
a ll ot h e r coa s ta l pl a i n c ities r eco rde d muc h higher in
c re a se i n s a l e s . It is di ff icult to pi n p oint any causes 
for su ch a de c lin e in r etai l s a l e s . S ome conc lusi on s 
c ould , however , be dr awn . One of the r ea s ons may p e r
h a ps b e the nat i on-w id e mild ec on omi c re ce ssi on during 
1 958 . One other r ea s on is the com pe t i t i on Wilson h a s 
to f ace f ro m t h e ne ighbori ng coa s ta l pl a in cities. Th e 
nea rn e ss of Ra l e igh , with muc h better c om p a ris on shoppers 
g o ods to offe r , undoubtedly affect s Wilson ' s r eta il s a l e s 
adve rse l y. These a r e prob a bl y s ome of the ma i n re a s ons 
of Wi ls o n comparative decline in r eta il s a les . 

GAI NS I N RET AIL S ALES I N WI LS ON AND ITS NE IGHBORI NG 
COASTAL PLAIN CITIES 

1 9 48 1 9 54 1 958 
C i ti e s Estb . Ret. Es t b . Ret . % Es t b . Ret. % 

S a 1 e s S a les I ncr . S a l es I nc r . 
(000) (000) 

Wi ls on 35 1 26,228 378 34 ,0 75 29.9 3 43 34,29 0 .6 
Rock y Mount 3 7 4 35, 1 51 4 8 4 4 6,63 4 32.6 422 4 6,222 - .89 
Greenv ill e 243 1 9 , 8 1 0 325 29 , 323 4 8.0 268 31 , 251 6. 5 
Kinston 267 23 ,6 4 6 325 38,6 43 63. 4 301 41,1 27 6. 4 
Go l d s b0"r o 315 28 , 1 66 363 37 , 763 34 . 0 377 44,1 09 1 6.8 

Sou r ce : Census of ret a i l trade 1 9 58,U . S . Bur ea u of t h e 
Census. 
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